
TTroutrout
TTalkalk  

PRESORTED STANDARD 
POSTAGE & FEE PAID

LEBANON PUBLISHING 
PERMIT NO. 1087

SEPTEMBER 2022SEPTEMBER 2022

She’s a natural... istShe’s a natural... ist
Page 3      Page 3      

“Master naturalist of Bennett Spring” “Master naturalist of Bennett Spring” 
by Chris Rodenby Chris Roden



D I S C O V E RD I S C O V E R
B E N N E T T  S P R I N GB E N N E T T  S P R I N G

S T A T E  PA R KS T A T E  PA R K

Fall in love with the treasure 
that millions have already found.

Camping (Tent or RV)Camping (Tent or RV)
RestaurantRestaurant
CabinsCabins
Trout FishingTrout Fishing
Bike Riding Bike Riding 
Hiking Hiking 
PicnickingPicnicking
ShippingShipping
Fly Fishing SchoolFly Fishing School
Feed the TroutFeed the Trout
Shelter HousesShelter Houses
PlaygroundPlayground
Nature CenterNature Center

26248 Hwy 64 A • Lebanon, MO •  417-532-4547

Open Daily at 7amOpen Daily at 7am
• Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner• Dinner  Bennett Spring State Park  Bennett Spring State Park

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT Breakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 7amBreakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 7am
Friday Night Buffet 5pmFriday Night Buffet 5pm

Bennett Spring State Park Bennett Spring State Park 
26248 Hwy 64, Lebanon, MO • 417-532-4307

VOTED
LACLEDE COUNTY’S

BestBest
• FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
• ATTRACTION
• PLACE TO TAKE OUT OF TOWN GUESTS
• SCENIC SPOT
• STAYCATION LOCATION



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK SEPTEMBER 2022 PAGE 3

Saturday Night Saturday Night 6pm-10pm6pm-10pm

Dinner & Live MusicDinner & Live Music
First Band of the Season
Memorial Day Weekend!

STARTING MAY 6STARTING MAY 6

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
For Holly Welch, the best part of her job is being outside in what many believe is 
one of Missouri’s best trout fishing parks.

Master naturalist of Bennett Spring
Visitors may or may not have 

seen Holly Welch in the Nature 

Center at Bennett Spring State 
Park. She is little bit like the bears 
that occasionally pass through the 
park.

“I try to stay out of the lime 
light,” Welch said.

However, she foiled her own 
plan for obscurity by recently win-
ning an award, the Masterpiece 
Award for being the Seasonal 
Employee  of  the  Year  for  the 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources. Noted as one of her 
accomplishments was a histori-
cal video about the area that be-
came Bennett Spring State Park.

P a t r i c i a  C h a m b e r s ,  s e n i o r 
naturalist  resource interpreter 
for  the  park ,  nominated  her, 
describing her as “a great team 
player with a very positive at-
titude.”

Her official title is very non-
descript: seasonal worker. How-
ever, she thinks of herself as a 
seasonal interpreter because of 
the  programs and camps  she 
helps Chambers put on through-
out the year.

Some of the programs include 
a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  s u n r i s e  h i k e s 
along the Savanna Ridge Trail 

and demonstrat ions on how 
to repurpose items that would 
otherwise be thrown away.

As a seasonal worker, Welch 
is  al lotted 1,000 hours,  which 
s o m e  w o r k e r s  u s e  u p  i n  t h e 
more active periods at the park. 
However, she works three days a 
week year round. June is a very 
busy month because of all  the 
camps happening in the park.

Wintertime work consists of 
the “behind the scenes” tasks 

like taking inventory and vacu-
uming the taxidermy, including 
the  s tu ffed  o t te r  and  badger 
inside and more fire line work 
and prescribed burns outside.

“We do more outside work be-
cause we don’t have to be here 
(in the Nature Center) as much,” 
Welch said.

Marking the fire lines in the 
warmer months has a  natural 
consequence.

“We’re going to get covered in 
ticks,” Welch said.

She can visit schools for pre-
s e n t a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s l o w  t i m e 
as  well .  However,  the freshly 
vacuumed examples of nature 
generally do not make the trip 
with the exception of the occa-
sional owl.

A trunk devoted to bear-relat-
ed items and another trunk with 
a variety of animal furs get to 
travel more often.

Although she grew up as “a 
c i ty kid,”  the family went  on 
hikes that whetted her appetite 
for the outdoors,  trekking the 
Abbott and Rockwood Reserva-
tion trails as well as at Babler 
State Park and Queeny Park.

The St. Louis native attended 
Mizzou and majored in parks 
and recreation with an empha-
s i s  in  natura l  recrea t ion  and 
resource management.

“I knew I didn’t want to work 
in the office all day, and I liked 
being outside,” Welch said.

BY CHRIS RODEN FOR THE LCR

See ‘NATURALIST’/ page 4
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Nature’s Best
Pet Shop & Grooming

• Cats • Birds • Fish • Reptiles
• Small Pets Nutrition • Habitats

• Toys & Treats • Health
555 E. Elm • Chalet Village

417-588-3678
M-F 9:30-5:00 • Sat 9:30-4:00

All Kinds of
Pet Supplies

• REMODELED BATHROOMS!
• PLAYGROUND • POOL • GAME ROOM 
• TENT SITES • DELUXE CABINS
• RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP
• MINING GEM STATION • FREE WiFi!
• BASKETBALL/TETHERBALL/BIKE TRACK
• 75FT. LONG GLIDER

13654 Hwy 64 • Lebanon • 417-322-6907        LebanonKOA

Where Memorable
Family Vacations Begin

LEBANON /
BENNETT SPRING

“I started out in wildlife man-
agement and thought I  didn’t 
want to do all the scientific stuff, 
so I found parks and recreation 

and thought that was a better fit.”
For two years after graduation, 

she worked in municipal gov-
ernment in both Kirkwood and 

Chesterfield in their parks and 
recreation departments. It led her 
to a conclusion.

“I decided I wanted to be more 
outside than that. I didn’t want 
to just sit in recreation centers 
and put on programs. I wanted 

to work more outside with na-
ture and nature-related themes,” 
Welch said.

She found that at Bennett Spring 
State Park.

LCR Photo/Chris RodenLCR Photo/Chris Roden
Trail maintenance is one of Trail maintenance is one of 
Welch’s outdoor tasks, wheth-Welch’s outdoor tasks, wheth-
er it is trimming back the foliage er it is trimming back the foliage 
to make hikes more enjoyable to make hikes more enjoyable 
or filling in the  eroded portions or filling in the  eroded portions 
with gravel.with gravel.

Naturalist from page 3

See ‘NATURALIST’/ page 5
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OPEN ON SUNDAYS!
18146 Campground Rd 

Phillipsburg, MO 
Check us out at boattownbrewing.com

Kick Off
Cookout
Season!

10292 MO-64, Lebanon, MO
(816) 309-8609

• Convenience Store
• Fresh Meat
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• Fountain Drinks
• Tobacco • Liquor
• Walk-in Beer Cooler

All
your 

Tackle 
Needs

Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢ • Minnows & Worms • Rooster Tails $3.69

She and her husband, Jim, moved 
to Bolivar after two years in Des 
Moines and a job transfer.

Before she was hired at the park 
in 2019, she was a devoted stay at 
home mom for her sons, Caleb, 19, 
and Ethan, 17.

“I wanted to stay home and raise 
kids. I made it into a complete job. 
I made it work for me,” Welch said.

But now since her kids are nearly 
out of the house, it is time for a 
change of focus.

“My kids are about out of school, 
and I  always said I  would be 
around for them and their activi-
ties, which is why I’ve kept it at a 
part-time basis. When my young-
est one graduates, I will be looking 
for a full-time job. I’d like to stay 
with the parks, but if it doesn’t 
work out, I’ll go where there’s a 
job,” Welch said.

In 2015 with an eye to a future 
sans children at home, she became 

a master naturalist.
“It’s a volunteer organization, 

sponsored by both the Department 
of Conversation and the University 
of Missouri Extension. You have 
to go through so many hours of 
training, and each year, you have 
to volunteer 40 hours and continue 
to get education,” Welch said.

The program put Welch in her 
favorite locale, in nature, and al-
lows her to do more of the same 
type of work she does at the Nature 
Center.

Being a master naturalist will 
make her more employable. In fact, 
volunteering is what helped her get 
a job at the Nature Center.

“I was volunteering here to put on 
a program, and I was talking to Patty 
and she was like ‘Why don’t you just 
apply and work here?’” Welch said.

Her drive from home to the park 
is almost an hour long.

Naturalist from page 4

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Holly Welch watches as Amanda Belew and Raylen Reeder, 6, make use of the 
Nature Center’s museum as learning center.See ‘NATURALIST’/ page 6
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417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

“It’s a long drive, but it’s kind of 
nice just to chill out,” Welch said.

And the job was a great fit for 
Welch worth the drive.

“I enjoy what I’m doing. I like 
the variety. I like being able to 
work outside on resource man-
agement, work in here and put 
on programs for kids and create 
displays and make stuff like that,” 
Welch said.

Her love of the outdoors fol-
lowed her into the Nature Center. 
Overhead in the Nature Center ’s 
museum are some familiar sights 
in the park.

“I made the clouds and the vul-
tures in the sky,” Welch said.

The “clouds” are cotton ball 
clusters encircling the lights. The 
vultures are painted on the ceiling 
tiles against a blue sky.

“I get to use my creative side, 
but I can also be outside, walk on 
trails and do trail management,” 
Welch said.

Trail management includes eval-
uating the trail for what needs 
upkeep, helping to remove fallen 
trees, pruning along the sides of 
the trail and erosion control and 
prevention.

“We’ve been putting rocks on 
one of the trails the past few days 
because of the huge amounts of 
rain we’ve had,” Welch said.

So her job is a interesting mix 
of indoor and outdoor work that 
avoids the sedentary lifestyle that 
eventually harms one’s health.

She does not have a favorite part 
of her job.

“I like the fact that I can put on 
programs for kids and see the wow 
factor as they make connections 
that they haven’t made before or 
maybe they’re more comfortable 
with something in nature that they 
hadn’t been before,” Welch said.

Her least favorite part is,  of 
course, the ticks.

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
One of Welch’s creative outlets is helping guests to the Nature Center understand 
that even when recycling they can be creative like she was when she decorated the 
recycling bin with plastic bottles.

Naturalist from page 5

See ‘NATURALIST’/ page 7
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IF WE DON’T TELL THE STORY
Who WillWho Will??

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere else.

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.

She sees herself staying with the parks 
or a similar agency depending on which 
positions become available.

She has seen some of the other Mis-
souri parks and plans to visit the rest, 
including something of a scouting trip 
with Chambers to see what those parks 
have to offer that can be brought back 
to Bennett.

“All the parks have a different feel,” 
Welch said.

“I’ve been to Montauk, Roaring River, 
this one. They are a little bit different.”

For now though, she is content to be a 
seasonal interpreter of the natural world 
that she loves so much in the confines 
of Bennett Spring State Park where 
even her indoor work is all about the 
outdoors.

“They seem to like what I do, and they 
give me the freedom to be creative, to do 
what I need to do to get the job done,” 
she added.

“It’s a mutual understanding. They’ll 
get my best, and in return they give me 

some freedoms.”
Even so, for Holly Welch, her job does 

cause some disbelief.
“I  can’t believe they pay me to be out 

here, to walk on trails, to be out in the 
great outdoors.”

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Welch looks for useful information for one of her many programs she presents at 
the Nature Center. She began working there in 2019.

Naturalist from page 6

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
If one looks up in the Nature Center’s 
museum, one sees a representation 
where Holly Welch wants to be during 
her working day. She encircled the lights 
with cotton clouds and painted buzzards 
and blue sky on the ceiling. Buzzards as 
well as bald eagles are common sights 
at Bennett.



Take the short 11 mile drive to 
food, fun, fashion and more!

PAGE 8 THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK SEPTEMBER 2022

We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile drive 
into the city of Lebanon.  Stay 
straight on Jefferson until you reach 
Commercial.  Whether you decide 
to turn right or left on Commercial 
Street, you will find lots 
of interesting things 
to do like visiting 

Downtown businesses or attending 
one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 
antique stores, gift shops, salons, 
jewelry stores, music stores, an art 
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to 
visit Downtown soon or 

perhaps return to our 
area to enjoy one of our 

upcoming events.  
205 E. Commercial St., 

Lebanon, MO • 417-588-7000 
www.LebanonRealtyX.com

of Lebanon

205 E. Commercial Lebanon
417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

ShadesShades
ofofGrayGrayBoutiqueBoutique

TOYS • LINGERIE • GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE!

HOOKED
 on a good
time!

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON • (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

20% OFF FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

417-532-3118
www.falconfloorcovering.com            s 
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office
109 E. Commercial St. • Lebanon MO, 65536

FLOOR COVERING

You think it...You think it...
we ink it!we ink it!

free consultation

104 B E Commercial St, 
Lebanon • (417) 532-4799

@417rebelink

The Lunch Box Cafe
Mon.Wed. & Sat. 6am-2pm • Thu. & Fri. 6pm-7pm

417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

Where the Locals 
Meet to Eat

Food forFood for
every taste!every taste!
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Upcoming
Downtown Events

LEBANON
FARMERS MARKET
Downtown Lebanon
Open Wednesdays 11 am to 3 pm
Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm
April thru 

FALL FOOD AND 
SHOPPING IS IN 
DOWNTOWN 
LEBANON!
Check out some of the 
great dining options in 
downtown, from the best 
burgers to the best coffee 
we will have your taste 
buds buzzing!

Don’t forget to check out 
what great sales all of the 
downtown shops have 
going to get the latest and 

greatest fashions for 
your fall style!

417-532-9131
100 E. Commercial, Lebanon

www.laclederecord.com
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Flag flies ahead of 66 festFlag flies ahead of 66 fest

Photo by Eric Tietze for  The Laclede County Record

Lebanon, Missouri – The Heart of Route 66. The flag currently flies over Boswell park, which will be filled Saturday with vendors, food 

trucks, live music, a classic car show, inflatables and more. The festival kicks off Friday with a cruise-in on Commercial Street along with 

special guest Phat Mike & The Bartenders performing live, food trucks, local shopping and activities for the whole family. 

With temperatures 

approaching 100 fore-

cast for much of the 

week, Laclede County 

is gearing up to deal 

w i t h  t h e  s c o rc h i n g 

heat.
According to the Na-

tional Weather Service 

in Springfield, Laclede 

County remains under 

a hazardous weather 

advisory until 8 p.m. 

Wednesday with  an 

elevated heat risk ex-

pected through that 

time period.
“The combination 

of  hot  temperatures 

and high humidity will 

combine to  create  a 

situation in which heat 

illnesses are possible. 

Drink plenty of fluids, 

stay in an air-condi-

tioned room, stay out 

of the sun, and check 

up on relat ives  and 

neighbors,” according 

to the National Weath-

er Service.
Amber Meredith of 

the Free Store Ministry 

said their building at 

615 West Elm is avail-

able as a cooling sta-

tion on the days that 

it is open on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Satur-

days from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m.
“ I f  s o m e o n e  g e t s 

overheated, we have 

ice water available at 

all times and we have 

a freezer out front full 

of freezer pops, they 

can take to try to get 

their body temperature 

down,” she said. 

Meredith said the 

Free Store is in need of 

fans, window air con-

ditioners, and freezer 

pops to help people 

cool off.  They have a 

PayPal at  freestorem-

inistry@gmail.com or 

anyone interested in 

helping can come by 

the store on Tuesday, 

Thursday, or Saturday.  

She said people can call 

417-664-2290 for more 

information.

Stay cool, hydrated, informed
High temps lead to heat advisory, 

call to conserve energy

Photo courtesy of the City of Lebanon

The US National Weather Service in Springfield has issued a Heat Advisory for 

several Missouri counties, including Laclede, until 8 p.m. today.It’s reccommended 

to stay hydrated and aware of heat-related illness.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

40x60 feet of freedom
40x60 feet of freedom

LCR Photo/Steve Smith

For the 12th consecutive year, the stars and strips are on display at the Laclede County Courthouse. 21 people helped with a flag 

raising ceremony on Flag Day, June 14, including the Lebanon Fire Department who supplied the ladder and seven full-time firefighters, Randy 

Rowe and the Office of Emergency Management, the Laclede County Commissioners, seven other county employees and multiple other 

volunteers from other area agencies and members of the community. “It’s always a good time to have it up but it’s especially great with so 

many people visiting Lebanon in the next few months,” said Commissioner Darrell Pollock. The flag will fly at the courthouse through July 14.

See ‘HIGH TEMPS’/ page A6

COMMISSIONERS UPDATE
SEE PAGE 4

$112,000 PRIZE
SEE PAGE 5
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LPD partners up with the Lebanon 

R-3 District to teach students about 

the basic training used by law 

enforcements in new class 

See Pages 10-11
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345 Grand Avenue • LebanonSt. Francis DeSales
Catholic Church

St. Francis DeSales
Annual

RUMMAGE SALE

Fabulous Finds Await
Everyone
Welcome!

THIS WEEKEND, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Memorial Day ceremony honors veterans

The Lebanon com-

muni ty  remembered 

the sacrifices made by 

veterans at a Memorial 

Day service Monday at 

Mount Rose Memorial 

Park Cemetery. 
District 4 Congres-

sional candidate Taylor 

Burks,  a  former U.S. 

Navy lieutenant com-

mander, served as the 

main speaker at the an-

nual event.
Burks said Memorial 

Day is a time to recog-

nize the love American 

showed for one another 

by laying down their 

own lives for the United 

States.
“The meaning of Me-

morial Day is to remem-

ber the service and sac-

rifice of those who’ve 

given their lives for this 

country in the cause of 

freedom and liberty,” 

Burks said.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/SteveSmith

The annual Memorial Day celebration service at Mount Rose Memorial Park Cemetery was held Monday. 

May 30 in recognition of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms.

See ‘MEMORIAL’/ page A9

Yellowjacket fans can 

expect to see improved 

lighting at Jacket Sta-

dium following action 

Tuesday by the Leba-

non R-3 School Board. 

School officials say 

the light poles and in-

candescent l ight fix-

tures at Jacket Stadium 

have been a concern 

for some time as they 

have exceeded their life 

expectancy. They are 

believed to be over 45 

years old. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 

email from the school 

district ,  some of the 

poles have significant 

wood rot at the tops 

where the cross mem-

bers attach the fixtures, 

which could result in 

t h e  f i x t u re s  f a l l i n g 

down. 
“The District main-

tenance team has spent 

many hours and thou-

sands of dollars over 

the last few years mak-

ing repairs to the wir-

ing, controls, and fix-

tures to keep the lights 

operational,” according 

to the email.  “Concerns 

have increased recently 

as several of the poles 

have begun to lean sig-

nificantly. Therefore, 

the District asked rep-

resentatives from the 

city uti l i t ies depart-

ment to evaluate the 

condition of the poles 

a n d  f i x t u re s .  T h e i r 

evaluation confirmed 

the poles, fixtures, and 

wiring are at the end 

of their life and could 

fail at any time. This 

presents a significant 

safety issue to students, 

staff, and patrons; as 

well as to the District’s 

investment in the new 

track and turf.” 

The  dec i s ion  was 

made to seek bids on 

the replacement of the 

poles and lights. The 

timing for this bidding 

process was driven by 

supply chain issues and 

efforts to ensure the 

project can be complet-

ed in a timely manner, 

according to the school 

district. 
“The establishment 

of this project as a ‘pri-

ority’ was driven by 

safety concerns and the 

potential for disrup-

tions to a facility that 

impact many students 

and patrons,” the email 

said.
Bids were opened on 

May 24, 2022. Due to na-

tionwide supply issues 

and the need to have 

the project completed 

by mid August for fall 

activities, the District 

requested Board ap-

proval on May 24. The 

project will include re-

moving the current six 

wooden poles, wiring, 

and fixtures, and re-

placing them with four 

steel galvanized poles 

with new wiring and 

LED fixtures. Funding 

for this one-time expen-

diture will come from 

2021-22 budget dollars. 

This project would 

be impossible without 

good stewardship of 

this year ’s budget and 

the passage of Proposi-

tion Lebanon Schools, 

as state funding has 

been flat for three con-

secut ive  years .  “We 

wouldn’ t  be  able  to 

do this project without 

these resources,” said 

Superintendent Dr. Da-

vid Schmitz. 
T h e  B o a r d  v o t -

e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o 

a p p ro v e  t h e  b i d  o f 

$232,598 from Gameday 

Lighting.  These new 

lights come with a 25-

year  warranty  f rom 

Gameday Lighting. 

“This affects many 

k i d s  a n d  p ro g r a m s 

who will benefit from 

improved safety and 

lighting,” said Assis-

tant Superintendent Dr. 

Brad Armstrong. 

In other business, the 

Board voted 4-0 to ap-

prove the Partnership 

Agreement  be tween 

MU Extension/Laclede 

County 4H and Leba-

non R-3 Schools FFA. 

The Laclede County 

4-H and MU Extension

will partner with the

Lebanon School District

and Lebanon FFA by

relocating their Laclede

County 4-H horse arena

to  the  Lebanon FFA

farm.
The Board also vot-

ed 4-0 to approve the 

bid from CARE Sales 

& Service for  a  new 

freezer unit at Boswell 

Elementary. The cur-

rent unit is twenty-two 

years old and is in need 

of significant work.  In 

addition to structural 

issues with the floor, 

the compressor unit is 

in need of replacement. 

The total project cost is 

$56,927.80.

LHS School board gives nod to improvements

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

See ‘SCHOOL BOARD’/ page A10

DOWNTOWN LEBANON SUMMER 
KICKOFF

SEE PAGES A10

The establishment 

of this project as a 

‘priority’ was driven 

by safety concerns 

and the potential for 

disruptions to a facility 

that impact many 

students and patrons.”

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison

The Lebanon High School football stadium is set to recieve new light poles and incandescent fixtures.
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lhs Science teacher Ryne Emerick learns how to better mentor students through the research process.see pages 10-11

A A Working Working Formula Formula 
SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY!

WWW.AXEATTACKMO.COM

AXE THROWING

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

LAYEREDLAYERED
with flavor

• Drinks • Soups
• Salads • Steaks
• Seafood • BBQ

• Burgers • Sandwiches

Hudson Feed & Grain
316 W. Commercial St., Lebanon
www.hudsonfeedandgrain.com

417-532-3921

KEEPING 
YOUR PETS 
HAPPY & 
HEALTHY

WE CARRY THE BEST 
IN PET FOOD AND 

SUPPLEMENTS.

Mister 
Eclectic

Antiques & Collectibles

 417-755-3183 • 304 W. 2nd St.
Downtown Lebanon

• Wrought Iron
• Jewelry

• Furniture  
• Home Decor
• And More!

208 W Commercial • Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm
#SHOPDOWNTOWNLEBANON

• ANTIQUES • SECONDHAND
• VINTAGE • HOME DECOR & MORE!

GONE
 SHOPPIN

RUSTY
ROOSTER

 MARKET PLACE

214 W Commercial Street, Lebanon
417-509-9953 • MON.-SAT. 8AM-5PM

Fresh Amish baked goods and jams
• Discount grocery• Bulk spices and dry 

goods • Home goods • Pet supplies
• Fresh seasonal produce and plants

So much more!



2

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

1

You’ll feel like you’ve taken a step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to spend any weekday 
or Saturday afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in Back in 

TimeTime

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S

EW

3 1

2
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Contributed photo
Charlie, pictured left front age 5, and Mason, right front age 7, commemorated their 
fishing fun at Bennett Spring with a family photo.
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11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

2

FISHING REGULATIONS
The spring branch is stocked 

daily during the regular fishing 
season, which is March 1 through 
Oct. 31. Daily permits are required 
to fish on the spring branch and 
zones are set aside for different 
kinds of lures. Permits are avail-
able at the park store. For more 
information, call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery 
dam upstream to the end of the 
area. Only flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery 

dam to the whistle bridge. Only 
flies and artificial lures are per-
mitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle 
bridge to the Niangua River. Only 
soft plastic bait (unscented), natu-
ral and scented bait are permitted. 
All flies and artificial lures are 
prohibited, even if natural bait or 
scent has been added.

Zone areas are marked in the 
park and maps are also available 
in the Park Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour 

past sunset, daily
DINING LODGE HOURS

7 a.m. to one hour after the whistle 
during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Through Oct. 31

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 

through Sunday
Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE HOURS
SUMMER HOURS (On-Season) 
Through Oct. 31
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 

Friday 
Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS
One hour before fishing officially 

starts through one hour after the 
regular fishing day ends according 
to the regular schedule daily during 
trout fishing season at the park.

A look at Bennett Spring State Park rules and regulations:

Get in the zoneGet in the zone
Park hours
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23 Miles West on Hwy 64  
Right on T Hwy 9 miles 
Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left

• Seasonal Fresh Produce 
• Discounted Groceries

• Deli Meat & Cheese
• Homemade Sandwiches

• Bulk Spices 
• Bulk Candy

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm  
Fri. 8-6 pm • Sat. 8-5 pm
Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT

Meadowview 

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand
417-993-3017

Dutch Market

3
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780 S Jefferson Ave., Lebanon   
(417) 588-3972 • 10 AM- 10 PM

Download 
The App

Come try our wild Come try our wild 
alaskan fish sandwich!alaskan fish sandwich!

Didn’t catch anything?Didn’t catch anything?NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE  
ICE CREAM!

• Chocolate • Vanilla • Twist 

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon
www.laclederecord.com
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story...who will?
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Gordon Keith Smith

Doris M. Smith

Delmer Oris Marcum Sr.

Holman-Howe/Lebanon

Sherry Green

Cameron Wayne Cromer

Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon

Paul Eugene McCoy Sr.

Memorial Chapel/Waynesville

Dewey Bramwell

Anita Marie Pickens

Cantlon-Otternes & Viets/

Buffalo
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Springfield, Missouri
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Flag flies ahead of 66 festFlag flies ahead of 66 fest

Photo by Eric Tietze for  The Laclede County Record

Lebanon, Missouri – The Heart of Route 66. The flag currently flies over Boswell park, which will be filled Saturday with vendors, food 

trucks, live music, a classic car show, inflatables and more. The festival kicks off Friday with a cruise-in on Commercial Street along with 

special guest Phat Mike & The Bartenders performing live, food trucks, local shopping and activities for the whole family. 

With temperatures 

approaching 100 fore-

cast for much of the 

week, Laclede County 

is gearing up to deal 

w i t h  t h e  s c o rc h i n g 

heat.
According to the Na-

tional Weather Service 

in Springfield, Laclede 

County remains under 

a hazardous weather 

advisory until 8 p.m. 

Wednesday with  an 

elevated heat risk ex-

pected through that 

time period.
“The combination 

of  hot  temperatures 

and high humidity will 

combine to  create  a 

situation in which heat 

illnesses are possible. 

Drink plenty of fluids, 

stay in an air-condi-

tioned room, stay out 

of the sun, and check 

up on relat ives  and 

neighbors,” according 

to the National Weath-

er Service.
Amber Meredith of 

the Free Store Ministry 

said their building at 

615 West Elm is avail-

able as a cooling sta-

tion on the days that 

it is open on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Satur-

days from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m.
“ I f  s o m e o n e  g e t s 

overheated, we have 

ice water available at 

all times and we have 

a freezer out front full 

of freezer pops, they 

can take to try to get 

their body temperature 

down,” she said. 

Meredith said the 

Free Store is in need of 

fans, window air con-

ditioners, and freezer 

pops to help people 

cool off.  They have a 

PayPal at  freestorem-

inistry@gmail.com or 

anyone interested in 

helping can come by 

the store on Tuesday, 

Thursday, or Saturday.  

She said people can call 

417-664-2290 for more 

information.

Stay cool, hydrated, informed
High temps lead to heat advisory, 

call to conserve energy

Photo courtesy of the City of Lebanon

The US National Weather Service in Springfield has issued a Heat Advisory for 

several Missouri counties, including Laclede, until 8 p.m. today.It’s reccommended 

to stay hydrated and aware of heat-related illness.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

40x60 feet of freedom
40x60 feet of freedom

LCR Photo/Steve Smith

For the 12th consecutive year, the stars and strips are on display at the Laclede County Courthouse. 21 people helped with a flag 

raising ceremony on Flag Day, June 14, including the Lebanon Fire Department who supplied the ladder and seven full-time firefighters, Randy 

Rowe and the Office of Emergency Management, the Laclede County Commissioners, seven other county employees and multiple other 

volunteers from other area agencies and members of the community. “It’s always a good time to have it up but it’s especially great with so 

many people visiting Lebanon in the next few months,” said Commissioner Darrell Pollock. The flag will fly at the courthouse through July 14.

See ‘HIGH TEMPS’/ page A6

COMMISSIONERS UPDATE
SEE PAGE 4

$112,000 PRIZE
SEE PAGE 5
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LPD partners up with the Lebanon 

R-3 District to teach students about 

the basic training used by law 

enforcements in new class 

See Pages 10-11

www.holmanhowe.com

See Pages A2 - A4
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Barbara Sue Montgomery

Lewis Franklin Luthy

Holman-Howe/Lebanon

Jackie Dean Anglen

Deloris Hendrix

Shirley McDowell

Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon

Garnett “Neil’’ Walters

Memorial Chapel/Waynesville

Shirley Kay (Shaver) Fisher

Craig-Hurtt/Mountain Grove

Lawrence Joseph (Larry) 

Manion

Colorado

@LacledeCountyRecord
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345 Grand Avenue • LebanonSt. Francis DeSales
Catholic Church

St. Francis DeSales
Annual

RUMMAGE SALE

Fabulous Finds Await
Everyone
Welcome!

THIS WEEKEND, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Memorial Day ceremony honors veterans

The Lebanon com-

muni ty  remembered 

the sacrifices made by 

veterans at a Memorial 

Day service Monday at 

Mount Rose Memorial 

Park Cemetery. 
District 4 Congres-

sional candidate Taylor 

Burks,  a  former U.S. 

Navy lieutenant com-

mander, served as the 

main speaker at the an-

nual event.
Burks said Memorial 

Day is a time to recog-

nize the love American 

showed for one another 

by laying down their 

own lives for the United 

States.
“The meaning of Me-

morial Day is to remem-

ber the service and sac-

rifice of those who’ve 

given their lives for this 

country in the cause of 

freedom and liberty,” 

Burks said.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/SteveSmith

The annual Memorial Day celebration service at Mount Rose Memorial Park Cemetery was held Monday. 

May 30 in recognition of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms.

See ‘MEMORIAL’/ page A9

Yellowjacket fans can 

expect to see improved 

lighting at Jacket Sta-

dium following action 

Tuesday by the Leba-

non R-3 School Board. 

School officials say 

the light poles and in-

candescent l ight fix-

tures at Jacket Stadium 

have been a concern 

for some time as they 

have exceeded their life 

expectancy. They are 

believed to be over 45 

years old. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 

email from the school 

district ,  some of the 

poles have significant 

wood rot at the tops 

where the cross mem-

bers attach the fixtures, 

which could result in 

t h e  f i x t u re s  f a l l i n g 

down. 
“The District main-

tenance team has spent 

many hours and thou-

sands of dollars over 

the last few years mak-

ing repairs to the wir-

ing, controls, and fix-

tures to keep the lights 

operational,” according 

to the email.  “Concerns 

have increased recently 

as several of the poles 

have begun to lean sig-

nificantly. Therefore, 

the District asked rep-

resentatives from the 

city uti l i t ies depart-

ment to evaluate the 

condition of the poles 

a n d  f i x t u re s .  T h e i r 

evaluation confirmed 

the poles, fixtures, and 

wiring are at the end 

of their life and could 

fail at any time. This 

presents a significant 

safety issue to students, 

staff, and patrons; as 

well as to the District’s 

investment in the new 

track and turf.” 

The  dec i s ion  was 

made to seek bids on 

the replacement of the 

poles and lights. The 

timing for this bidding 

process was driven by 

supply chain issues and 

efforts to ensure the 

project can be complet-

ed in a timely manner, 

according to the school 

district. 
“The establishment 

of this project as a ‘pri-

ority’ was driven by 

safety concerns and the 

potential for disrup-

tions to a facility that 

impact many students 

and patrons,” the email 

said.
Bids were opened on 

May 24, 2022. Due to na-

tionwide supply issues 

and the need to have 

the project completed 

by mid August for fall 

activities, the District 

requested Board ap-

proval on May 24. The 

project will include re-

moving the current six 

wooden poles, wiring, 

and fixtures, and re-

placing them with four 

steel galvanized poles 

with new wiring and 

LED fixtures. Funding 

for this one-time expen-

diture will come from 

2021-22 budget dollars. 

This project would 

be impossible without 

good stewardship of 

this year ’s budget and 

the passage of Proposi-

tion Lebanon Schools, 

as state funding has 

been flat for three con-

secut ive  years .  “We 

wouldn’ t  be  able  to 

do this project without 

these resources,” said 

Superintendent Dr. Da-

vid Schmitz. 
T h e  B o a r d  v o t -

e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o 

a p p ro v e  t h e  b i d  o f 

$232,598 from Gameday 

Lighting.  These new 

lights come with a 25-

year  warranty  f rom 

Gameday Lighting. 

“This affects many 

k i d s  a n d  p ro g r a m s 

who will benefit from 

improved safety and 

lighting,” said Assis-

tant Superintendent Dr. 

Brad Armstrong. 

In other business, the 

Board voted 4-0 to ap-

prove the Partnership 

Agreement  be tween 

MU Extension/Laclede 

County 4H and Leba-

non R-3 Schools FFA. 

The Laclede County 

4-H and MU Extension

will partner with the

Lebanon School District

and Lebanon FFA by

relocating their Laclede

County 4-H horse arena

to  the  Lebanon FFA

farm.
The Board also vot-

ed 4-0 to approve the 

bid from CARE Sales 

& Service for  a  new 

freezer unit at Boswell 

Elementary. The cur-

rent unit is twenty-two 

years old and is in need 

of significant work.  In 

addition to structural 

issues with the floor, 

the compressor unit is 

in need of replacement. 

The total project cost is 

$56,927.80.

LHS School board gives nod to improvements

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

See ‘SCHOOL BOARD’/ page A10

DOWNTOWN LEBANON SUMMER 
KICKOFF

SEE PAGES A10

The establishment 

of this project as a 

‘priority’ was driven 

by safety concerns 

and the potential for 

disruptions to a facility 

that impact many 

students and patrons.”

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison

The Lebanon High School football stadium is set to recieve new light poles and incandescent fixtures.
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lhs Science teacher 

Ryne Emerick learns 

how to better mentor 

students through the 

research process.

see pages 10-11
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Pics and tips from the parkPics and tips from the park

Contributed photo
PARK TIP: Bennett Spring State Park reminds visitors and anglers of the importance 
of removing fishing line from trees. Last week, a Ranger removed a fly from this 
bats mouth near the spring. The bat was hung up in the line from a tree. Please use 
caution when fishing and always remove fishing line from trees!

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
PARK TIP: Each of the three zones at 
Bennett Spring State Park allow for 
different types of baits, lures and flies. 
Please see page 11 for a full list of rules 
and regulations.

Contributed photo
Anglers of all ages enjoyed a free back to 
school fishing event Saturday, Aug. 20. 
Pictured is one of the younger participants 
of the day with her stringers. 

Contributed photos
Pictured left, Kelly Kaiser holds a 3.4 
lb catch off a homemade jig from Zone 
2. Above, Jim Reinhardt holds the 3 lb 
Crackleback he caught from Zone 1. To 
the right, Jamie Price-Eckenroth, from 
Los Angeles, CA, caught this 3.5 lb off a 
worm in Zone 3. 



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1
17 Hootie Hollar Hollow D7
18 KOA G8
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort D7
20 Litty Custom Knives B5
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery E7
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri A4
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental C1
24 Menagerie Campground A5
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground B1
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place C1
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park D8
28 Reading’s Fly Shop E7
29 Riverfront Campground C6
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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A special publication of

417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2022 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-November
Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131
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417-991-2233

Missouri Cheese  
Outlet & More

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Just off the I-44 exit!

Specialty Cheeses, Amish Goods,
Snack Meats & All Kinds Of Jerky.

WITH MORE NEW
SURPRISES TO COME.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH
SPACES TO ENJOY

FROM GLASSWARE TO 
COLLECTABLES...AND 

EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

IN THE HEART BEAT OF
THE SHOW ME STATE!

Heartland

PRIMITIVES

SHABBY CHIC

ANTIQUES

COLLECTABLES

Contributed photo
Roger Halbrook reeled in this 4 lb 2 oz 
catch in Zone 1 with a White Marabou jig.

Contributed photo
Generations shared their love for the sport at Bennett Spring State Park this summer.

Contributed photo
Alane Price secured this 3 lb trout using 
a shrimp as bait in Zone 3.

Contributed photo
Remington, age 9, is all smiles holding 
his catches from Zone 3.

Contributed photos
L e f t ,  R a y l e i g h 
(Age 11) picked 
up this lunker in 
Zone1 during her 
visit to Bennett 
Spring State Park. 
P ic tu red  r igh t , 
Harry Bresler is 
p h o t o g r a p h e d 
with a 3 lb Crack-
leback which was 
harvested f rom 
Zone  2  o f  t he 
state park.



BENNETT SPRING PROPANE 417-588-8858

YEAR-ROUND RV SPOTS 
INCLUDING WATER HOOK-UPS
30 & 50 AMP RV SPOTS 
AVAILABLE NOW!

THE ONLY CAMPGROUND OFFERING FULL HOOK-UP LOTS WITH PROPANE DELIVERY!

BOOK 
YOUR SPOT 

TODAY!
417588-8858
CEDAR
RIDGE

CAMPGROUND
12972 HWY. 64

LEBANON

HURRY!
Limited 

Space Left

READY READY 
FOR FOR 
WINTER?WINTER?

THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

PRE-BUY YOUR PRE-BUY YOUR 
PROPANE NOW & SAVE!PROPANE NOW & SAVE!
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